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SHASTA COLLEGE & REACH UNIVERSITY PARTNER TO INCREASE LOCAL
BACHELOR’S DEGREE ATTAINMENT FOR RURAL WORKING ADULTS

The partnership will transfer 100 percent of associate credits into Reach’s job-embedded, paid
bachelor’s degree program, providing a new K-12 talent pipeline to address educator shortages.

(REDDING, California) – June 18, 2024 – Shasta College and Reach University today
announced a partnership to offer Shasta College graduates a fully transferable, job-embedded,
and paid pathway to a bachelor’s degree in their local community. In the partnership’s
“Associate to Bachelor’s Degree Transfer Pathway,” Shasta College graduates from 70
programs can transfer 100% of their associate credits into Reach University’s liberal studies
degree program.

Rather than a traditional college campus, Reach utilizes local schools as the university learning
place through its accredited on-the-job degree program. All degree seekers will work as
employees for a regional education provider while completing their B.A. and will have the option
to pursue a teaching credential at the end of their degree experience. This partnership provides
a unique support structure for working adults to help them achieve their postsecondary goals in
Shasta County while building a pipeline of educators and personnel for local schools.

“Shasta College prides itself on being a state-wide leader in innovative programs that support
students in achieving their college and career goals,” said Dr. Kevin O’Rorke, Interim
Superintendent and President of Shasta College. “Our partnership with Reach University
provides our students a unique pathway to earning a Liberal Studies bachelor’s degree with
zero student loan debt, paid work experience, and the ability to help support our local schools.
We are excited to bring this program to our students.”

In this job-embedded transfer pathway, an associate degree holder will typically fill a critical job
(e.g., as a classroom aide or other classified employee) while securing a debt-free bachelor’s
degree in two years or less. Half of the learning towards the degree comes from the learner’s
paid, on-the-job work, while the other half comes from rigorous and synchronous online
Oxford-style seminars held after work hours and on the weekends. Seminars are led by Reach’s
nationally recognized teacher practitioner faculty based in California and throughout the U.S.

“Redding is a special community, where partnership sits at the heart of our inclusive solutions,”
said Cindy Bishop, Superintendent of Redding School District. “We’ve worked closely with
Shasta College and Reach to bring this program to our local community. This new partnership
bridges the individual efforts of each institution to cast a wider net in recruiting key talent to fill
the critical, entry-level jobs in our schools and provides non-traditional majors with an up-close
look into the privilege of teaching. Whether a Shasta College grad joins us for two years as they
complete their Reach degree, or stays with us for the duration of their career, this program offers
a win-win for our greater community.”
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Each program participant will pursue a Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Studies with a concentration
in education science. Shasta College associate degree holders must be employed in a local
school and have access to an instructional work setting (i.e., a place where the candidate can
observe or participate in mentoring, teaching, tutoring, coaching, etc.) for approximately 15
hours a week to be eligible for the program. Degree seekers will be paid throughout their
bachelor’s program, taking on zero student loan debt.

"The Shasta County Office of Education is committed to doing everything we can to ensure that
Shasta County students receive a quality education,” said Mike Freeman, Superintendent of
Schools at Shasta County Office of Education (SCOE). “The most important piece to that puzzle
is providing quality teachers in every classroom. We know that we need teachers in California
and this innovative new partnership between Shasta College and Reach University removes
barriers for people who want to earn a debt-free bachelor's degree and start a long-term career
path in education. This transfer program will benefit the degree seeker, our regional schools,
and the young learners of this community. We are hopeful that this will help more people realize
their dreams of becoming life-changing educators."

This “Associate to Bachelor’s Degree Transfer Pathway” marks Reach’s eighth national
community college articulation agreement and its second in California. After the student
graduates with their B.A., they may continue working in the field of education, but there is no
obligation to do so.

“Reach’s Apprenticeship Degree program was born in the state of California and continues to
deepen its impact through partnerships with regional leaders such as Shasta College, SCOE,
and the Redding School District,” said Joe E. Ross, President of Reach University. “Together,
we’re expanding our shared efforts to create long-lasting postsecondary and career
opportunities as we provide the chance for every resident to learn and grow in the community
they call home. It’s with the utmost pride that we offer every aspiring teacher and aspiring
degree holder a barrier-free pathway to achieving their college-to-career goals in Shasta
County.”

Reach’s job-embedded bachelor’s degree program will soon begin accepting applications for
the Spring ‘25 term. All current and former Shasta graduates who meet admissions
requirements are eligible to apply.

To learn more about the program and view the process and eligibility details, please visit
https://www.reach.edu/job-to-degree or contact Apply@Reach.Edu.

ABOUT REACH UNIVERSITY
California-based Reach University is a regionally accredited, non-profit university dedicated to
advancing job-embedded degrees and credentials. Reach is actively solving America's teacher
shortage by creating fully-embedded pathways for high-potential individuals to earn degrees,
credentials, and jobs as teachers within their own communities. By focusing on low-income,
urban, and rural regions, offering online tutorials and classes, and rendering academic credit for

https://www.reach.edu/arkansas-job-to-degree
mailto:Apply@Reach.Edu
http://www.reach.edu
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on-the-job experience, Reach University is eliminating barriers to entry in high-need
professions, and building untapped pipelines of locally representative talent. Reach University
currently operates in Alabama, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas,
and Tennessee.

ABOUT SHASTA COLLEGE:
Shasta College is a community college and the only public post-secondary institution in a
10,132 square mile three-county area (Shasta, Tehama, and Trinity Counties) in rural
far-northern California. Serving over 13,600 students, the district has three campuses in
Redding, a campus in Tehama, Weaverville, and one in Burney, in addition to its many online
courses and programs. Shasta College offers certificates, associate degrees, transfer options,
and a completely online Bachelor of Science in Health Information Management. Shasta
College has been honored to receive numerous grants for innovative programs. In November
2016, the voters in the communities Shasta College serves voted for a $139 million general
obligation bond, Measure H.

Shasta College’s 337-acre main Redding campus is home to a new Veterans Support and
Success Center, a new and ultra-modern Computer Information Systems (CIS) instructional
center, a Public Safety Training Center for Fire Academy and interagency training, and a
cutting-edge Early Childhood Education instructional and childcare center. The main campus
also has a fully working farm. We offer various sporting programs, theatre and arts
entertainment, and student clubs and activities. We’re also one of the few California Community
Colleges to offer on-campus dorms.

Media Inquiries:
For Reach University:
Lauren Bauml
(512) 923-6136
LBauml@reach.edu

For Shasta College
Peter Griggs
(530) 941-9768
PGriggs@shastacollege.edu

###

mailto:LBauml@Reach.Edu
mailto:pgriggs@shastacollege.edu

